Genealogical Society of
South Brevard

Melbourne, Florida
http://gssb.net

P.O. Box 786, Melbourne, FL 32902-0786

Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month at 10exeept July and August
Melbourne Public Library
540 Fee Ave., Melbourne, FL
Membership: $20 annually (1 Jan-31 Dec)

Calendar of Events

9 Dec 2009 GSSB General Meeting
Annual Holideyent

6 Jan 2010 GSSB Basic Genealogy Class begins
11 Jan 2010 French-Canadian Society Meeting
13 Jan 2010 GSSB General Meeting

Dee Swink: The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road
8 Feb 2010 French-Canadian Society Meeting
10 Feb 2010 GSSB General Meeting
13 Feb 2010 Valentine Seminar in Vero Beach faaguPamela Cooper
19-20 Feb 2010 Florida Chapter of the Ohio GeneeddbGociety Conference

Leesburg Public Library featuring Debra S. Flegni
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Protect the past  Cherish the present  lmsphe future

Founded in 1974, the purpose of the Genealogicee§oof South Brevard is to foster knowledge and
interest in genealogy. The society provides ckassel workshops, maintains the Genealogy Room at
the Melbourne Public Library, and publishes andritistes a quarterlyThe Bulletin An annual
Student Family History Contest encourages genealatgrest in elementary and middle school
students in South Brevard County.

Membership is open to all. The $20 annual duesictwo persons in the same household. The
membership year is from 1 January through 31 Deeemb

The Genealogy Room is located in the northwestearoai the Melbourne Public Library. GSSB
meets at 10:00 a.m. the second Wednesday of eaathneacept July and August. Currently, a
subgroup has been formed: the French & CanadiaiagerSociety. Education classes are held twice
a year to learn the tools for genealogical research

Local Research Facilities

Melbourne Public Library, 540 Fee Ave., Melbourkg, 32901 (321) 952-4614
Hours: Mon, Wed: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Tue, Thu, Fri, Sa&.m.-5 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Indian River County Main Library, 1600 25t., Vero Beach, FL 32960 (772) 770-5060
Genealogy Department Hours: Mon-Fri: 10 a.m.-5 pSat: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun: closed

Central Brevard Public Library, 308 Forrest AveocBa, FL 32922 (321) 633-1792
Hours: Mon-Thu: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri: 9 a.m.-6 p.8at: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Orlando Public Library, 101 E. Central Blvd., Ontem FL 32801 (407) 835-7323
Hours: Mon-Thu: 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri, Sat: 9 a.m.48p Sun: 1 p.m.-6 p.m.

Family History Center, 1803 Fiske Blvd., Rockledgk, 32955 (321) 636-2431
Hours: Tue, Thu, Fri: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Wed: 6:30 p9p.m., Sat: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Family History Center, 3980 12St., Vero Beach, FL 32960 (770) 569-5122
Hours: Mon, Thu: 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Fri: 10 a.m.-5 p.8at: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-4 p.m.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

| cannot believe the end of the year is so neatooks like my goal for 2009 to get my genealogy
organized will be my goal for 2010. Maybe | shos&y | will have the information on my Campbell
line organized by the end of 2010. That sounds iesmidating and something | may be able to
accomplish.
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The 2009 Florida State Genealogical Society conferevas a success. There were over 200 attendees
and | think everyone had a good time. | managedake it to 7 sessions and learned something from
each one that | need to apply to my research. dDtiee items that sticks in my mind is Craig Scott’
statement that there is more to the lives of oweators than just hatch, match, and dispatch, and w
need to put flesh on their bones by searching rti@e just the vital records. Next year’'s confeeenc
will be held somewhere on the west coast of Flori@angratulations to our own Doug Burnett who
was elected Vice-President.

| would like to say thank you to our members wheegtheir time to volunteer with the conference:
Helen Begin, Lona and Doug Burnett, Jettie Davidosa McRoberts, Ellen Miller, Peg Pappalardo,
Don Pulket, Joyce Riley, Sue van Vonno, and Art athe Also thanks to everyone who provided a
door prize donation.

| am looking forward to our group trip to Salt Lakéty in December and have been busy making my
to-do list. Hopefully I'll be able to break down laast one of my brick walls, or at least chip g\waa
them.

Our annual holiday meeting will once again featilve choir from Trinity Episcopal Church. Please
bring a snack to share.

Don’t forget to renew your membership by 31 Decenft@09 to be eligible for the drawing for the
$25 Barnes & Noble gift cards.

Yolanda Campbell Lifter

Member Spotlight-Helen Begin, GSSB Membership Chair

August 18' 1945, the announcement came over the radio tieatvér in Europe was over. My
grandfather in Mississippi knew that his sons, wlad been fighting in the European theater, would
soon be coming home. He quietly passed away irmbspital room where he lost his battle with
cancer. | was born a few days later in Connecti&g soon as we could travel, my father took me an
my mother to Mississippi where my newly-widowedrgimother needed help on the farm.

| spent most of my first six years on the farm irs8issippi, before our family returned to Connadtic
in time for me to start school. In Mississippididn’t have TV or lots of books, but | was well
entertained by the tales the “old folks” would telMy great grandfather’'s exploits at the Battle of
Gettysburg were among the most popular subjects.

Listening to those stories gave me my first tasteumily history.

After receiving my chemistry degree at ConnectiQallege, | met Dave, my husband-to-be, in
Boston, Massachusetts. Our son, David, was boroimell, Massachusetts, the same week Dave
graduated from Northeastern University and stahtisdcareer with IBM. Our daughter, Mary, was
born in Burlington, Vermont. When Mary startedfigrade, | got the opportunity to use my chemistry
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skills again working for IBM. In 1982, we trangfed with IBM to San Jose, California, where we
stayed for many years. Our son is still in Cahfar and our daughter, son-in-law, and 3 grandsons
now live in Texas. In 2003, Dave and | bought aotgtthhome in Florida to be near Dave’s mother and
sister.

Dave was born in Maine, and his ancestors came f@anada, and, before that, from France.
Genealogy had been a hobby of mine for many ydars,t got a big boost when Dave’s father
translated a book of French Canadian church recois data was enough to create a Begin Family
Scroll 15 feet long that documents marriages infaingly back to the 1600’s in Quebec . | have fdun
confirmation of much of this data in th@iselles Indexn the Indian River Library in Vero Beach.
Peter Gagne’s bookbhe King's DaughtersandBefore the King's Daughtersn our genealogy room
at the Melbourne Library, provided a wealth of miation about my husband’s French-Canadian
ancestors, especially the Begin, Dube, Destroisznaisand Picard lines. The Dumont family search
got a big boost fron©ur French Canadian Ancestolsy Thomas Laforest, where | was able to find
the earliest ancestor to emigrate from France,ulscGueret dit Dumont.

The Lott family, my father’'s lineage, was tracedaglistant cousin back to John Aaron Lott (b. 1702
in Colonial Virginia). | continue to work on finag sources to confirm that information. Other
surnames | am researching in the South includef8radCarpenter, Chadwick, Copeland, Copeland,
Davidson, and Heath.

My mother’s family was quite different: my inforti@n only goes back 2 generations. My mother’s

parents emigrated from Poland in the early 1900t settled in Centralia, Pennsylvania. | have much
information about my grandparents’ lives in the tddi States., but nothing about their parents and
other relatives in Poland. Surnames of my Polstestors include Androlewicz, Zarko, Zaritska and

Zdancewicz.

After considerable success using Ancestry.com atliirary for many months, | now subscribe at
home and continue to make new discoveries allithe.t | tried various genealogy software packages,
but now use Family Tree Maker exclusively.

| think of my genealogy work as a gift to many gatiens: It is a way to honor my grandparents’
memories and a way to pass on family traditionfitore generations. In the process, | have gamed
greater appreciation of the aptitudes, the cousaamgkthe sacrifices of my ancestors. | have redeive
great gift in return: My search has connected meausins across the country | had never met and
reconnected me to cousins | hadn’t seen sincetauld. | have been thrilled with the stories they
have shared with me, stories | could never finthiraries or in online searches.

On the next page is a flyer for Helen’s great-gfatieer, Jesse C. Lott, who ran for Mississippi &tat
Treasurer in 1895.
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Program Review by Yolanda Lifter
Elmer’'s Genealogy Library by Elmer Spear
September 2009

Elmer Spear of Madison, Florida, was our guest lggredor our September meeting. Elmer’'s
Genealogy Library began when his personal geneadbgollection became too large for his home and
he had the desire to share his books with others.

Elmer's Genealogy Library has been located at utsent location in Madison, Florida, since 2000.
On 31 December 2009, the library will be closing &rwill be relocating to Homerville, Georgia, and
merging with the Huxford Library (to be renamed traks Huxford and Elmer Spear Genealogical
Library). Homerville is located between ValdostadaWaycross on U.S. Highway 84. The new
library will be managed by the Huxford GenealogiSatiety.

| have been fortunate to visit EImer's Genealoggrary twice in recent years. | have found some
Ohio books that the Ohio Genealogical Society du¢dave in its collection.

Here is a list of the number of books for variotaes.

Florida: 2736
Georgia: 1623
Massachusetts: 1069

New York: 455
North Carolina: 347
Ohio: 8167
Pennsylvania: 467
South Carolina: 241

There are also a large number of military-relatedds as well as microfilm and cd’s.
If you are heading north via I-75 in the comingyg@u may want to stop by and visit the library.

http://www.elmerslibrary.com/index.php

Program Review by Yolanda Lifter
Social Networking for Genealogists by Drew Spear
14 October 2009

Drew Smith presented a talk based on his recenthighed book titledsocial Networking for
Genealogists As a librarian and genealogist, Drew is alwaysriested in new technology to aid in
research.
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The first subject he discussed with message ba@ardsnailing lists. | believe we are all familiaitkv
these and | am sure most of us use them in ouangse The RootsWeb mailing list currently has over
30,000 lists (surnames, locations, and variousesis).

Blogs are an easy way to chart your research psegared share your finding with others. Genealogy
Blog Finder (http://blogfinder.genealogue.com)dievver 1400 blogs. It is a good site to look dird

out the different way people blog. A free site ¢oeate your own blog is called Blogger
(http://blogger.com). Phil Wright has a blog farr®ociety at

Drew told us a wiki is a place for shared inforroatof reference material. Dick Eastman has created
the Encyclopedia of Genealodittp://eogen.com). You can create your own wikiusing PBworks
(http://pbworks.com).

If you are working with one or more people on aesesh project, collaborative editing using Google
Docs (http://docs.google.com) is a good way toelyaur progress and findings.

Many of us have shared our photos online with fieerand family. Drew mentioned Flickr
(http://flickr.com) which is not only searchabler flamily photos, but also for buildings. You may
discover some places in the hometowns of your aoies

There are many internet sites devoted to genealdggre are a number of well-known ones that most
genealogists use on a regular basis. There arg others available that are not as well-known, but
just as valuable. Social bookmarking is a wayhtare your bookmarks and by viewing the bookmarks
of others, you may obtain some new ideas for yaum cesearch. Delicious (http://delicious.com) is
one program to use for your bookmarking.

The next item Drew told us about was LibraryThihg://librarything.com). This site is the place t
catalog your books and you can enter up to 200ré&. The lifetime fee for an unlimited number is
only $25. You can also rate your books and viesvdbllections of others. | am currently cataloging
my genealogy library for my ProGen class and Lipfaing is very easy to use, especially if your
books have ISBN codes.

To be a genealogist, you must be willing to leafkpodcast is one way of keeping up with what is
going on in the world of genealogy and possiblyiesy about something new to you. Drew and
George Morgan are The Genealogy Guys. They haw#uped over 186 episodes and a new one is
available about every 10 days. Visit http://genggfiuys.comand you may find a topic or interview
that interests you.

Most of use have heard about Facebook (http://famelbom) and some of us in GSSB have an
account. It is a social networking site that eaabfou to “friend” people from all areas of youeli
(family, neighbors, former classmates, co-workdedlow genealogists, etc.). You share what's
happening in your life, upload photos, or just rewect with people you have not heard from in many,
many years. | enjoy it, but it can take up a Ibyour time if you are not careful (there are adbt
games to play). | have set up a group for the Glegeal Society of South Brevard.
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Genealogy Wise_(http://genealogywise.gash a fairly new social networking site and is did to
genealogy.

If you feel the need to escape this world, you rbayinterested in creating a “new you” in a virtual
world. Second Life (http://secondlife.com) may thee place for you. There are a number of
genealogists who “live” there and there are sonmeglegy classes and discussions. This is something
| have not yet tried. You will need a good gragteard, a lot of memory, and a fast processor.

The final item Drew talked about was uploading ytamily tree. Almost all of us have viewed a
family tree on Ancestry.com and have heard aboetdifficulty (in the past at least) of making

corrections. You can upload your family tree at iGgttp://geni.com), but you must edit it on-site.

MyHeritage (http://myheritage.com) and dynastregp(fdynastree.com) are two other sites Drew
mentioned.

If social networking is a tool you would like toaugh your research, | would like to suggest that yo
purchase a copy of Drew’s book which explains tpds he mentioned in more detail. It is available
at the Genealogical Publishing Company (http://wgemealogical.com).

| will be looking for all of you on facebook!

2009 Florida State Genealogical Society Conferené&eview
by Yolanda Campbell Lifter

The 2009 Conference of the Florida State Geneab@aciety was held 13-14 November 2009 at the
Hilton Rialto in Melbourne. A number of us showegd Thursday afternoon to assemble nametags,
goody bags, and help with registration.

The opening session began Friday morning with tr@ad®e of Banners. Sue van Vonno was there to
present our banner.

The keynote speaker was Craig Roberts SE8tand he presented 4 sessions. His first talk itlad t
“Problem Solving” and he discussed the Genealoditabf Standard and a research methodology.
His second talk was “Basic Military Research” amddave us a step-by-step list on how to research.
He also provided a lengthy list of microfilm pulaions and finding aids.

| missed the third talk titled “Treasury Recordslléw the Money.” His final talk was “Publishing
Your Genealogical Material: Getting the Ink on RdpeAs a book publisher, he gave us some good
information about getting our family histories caper.

Other speakers were Jack Butler, Pamela J. CoBgell, Enchelmayer, Amy Larner Girodk “©-
George Morgan, Donna M. Moughty, Ann Mohr Osiseke\d Smith, and C. Ann Stale§ “©-

Friday's luncheon was sponsored by the Florida @wapf the Association of Professional
Genealogists. Each table was hosted by one dfpibakers or a member of the FL Chapter APG. |
was honored to host a table. Jack Butler gaves &k about using newspapers in your research.
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The banquet and presentation of awards to thedad?ioneer Descendants was held Friday evening.
Before the presentation of awards and certificateswere entertained by a barbershop quartet.

There were a number of vendors including my 2 faedrsooksellers, Maia’s Books (Martha Mercer
from Columbus, Ohio) and Heritage Books (Craig 8satompany). | saw our own Revolutionary
Soldier, Phil Wright, at the S.A.R. booth.

It was a very good conference.

Lona Burnett, Helen Begin, Lisa McRoberts asserglgoody bags
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Ellen Miller, Art Whelan, and Jettie Davison pugitogether the badges

Ellen Miller, Jettie Davison, and Joyce Riley ag tiegistration booth

10
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Sue van Vonno at the registration counter and H&egin waiting her turn

Sue van Vonno in the Parade of Banners

11
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Art Whelan, Sue van Vonno, and Lucy Gunthorpe

Art Whelan, Lucy Gunthorpe, and Larry Cassel

12
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the vendor hall

Phil Wright

13
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Sue van Vonno, Doug and Lona Burnett

our dinner entertainment

14
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Is Your Family History An Urban Legend?
by Yolanda Campbell Lifter

Who has not heard the story of the 3 brothers wimigrated to the United States? One brother went
west, one went north, and one went south. Ond&erftis someone’s ancestor and usually the other
two were never heard from again.

We all have stories that have been passed fronra@meto generation. Sometimes they are about a
particular person, sometimes the stories involvaean that the family still possesses.

Some stories may seem far-fetched while others $edievable.

When | was about 9 years old, | went to a familynien with my paternal grandmother, 2 aunts
(maybe 3), and an uncle. My sister Kelley may halge gone. | remember being told we were going
“down to the hills.”

The reunion was held at George and Bertha’s ho&seryone there were adults, except for one girl
named Kelly, who was a little younger than me. e the granddaughter of George and Bertha and
was somehow related to me.

Sometime that afternoon after we had eaten, welgdva short distance to a cemetery. As we were
walking around the cemetery, my Aunt Juanita (nsyess and | called her Aunt Nee) told me about
someone buried there who was killed by lightninglevhttending the church across the road. She also
mentioned that there were 2 brothers buried thére served in the Civil War.

Fast-forward to September 1996. | was going tooQim my first genealogical research trip and my
sister Holly was coming with me. Earlier that yelahad discovered that my father’'s oldest cousin
Mildred was still alive and living in Columbus.made arrangements for a visit. Mildred was 82 year
of age, but her mind was much younger. | askedgheut family information and mentioned the story
about someone being struck by lightening.

She knew exactly what | was talking about and rebexed it well. She said it happened on Memorial
Day in 1926. There was a Memorial Day progranmhatdhurch and she was reciting a poem. A bolt
of lightening came through an open window and hybang man sitting in a pew. She said his name
was Kirk Allen. She said no one realized that las wead right away. He was taken outside and they
tried to revive him by throwing water from rain mllels on his face. Sounds like the story | hearddcou
be true, but | needed some facts.

She had many old photos of the Allen family tha¢ #t me have. One photo was of George and
Bertha'’s house.

During my research of my grandmother’s Allen familyhad found that the Allen Chapel Cemetery
was located in Jackson Township, Pike County, Cdmid, a number of her relatives were buried there.
So Holly and | headed “down to the hills” ourselve®nce we reached Waverly, we did go through
the hills to get to the area where my grandmothas Wworn and lived as a child. We saw an old,

15
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dilapidated house that looked like the house inptheto. It was George and Bertha’s. | remembered
the garage out back and the steps leading to ¢m¢ dioor. | had discovered that George was George
Washington Allen and he was the youngest brothenypfirandmother. His granddaughter Kelly was
my 2" cousin.

A short distance from the house was the church #medcemetery across the road. For some reason,
the church door was unlocked. We went in and ldak®und and tried to imagine that Memorial Day
many years ago.

Allen Chapel Community Church, Jackson Townshige RBiounty, Ohio

We then went to explore the cemetery. | saw mamyes with the names of Allen, Grow, Hafer, and
Hartley there. Those were names | had been rdsegror the past 18 months and | felt like | had h
the jackpot.

16
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Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

17
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Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

We then started looking for the stone for Kirk Alle We found him next to the fence, close to the
road. So there was indeed a person by this nd&uedid he really die as the result of being strbgk

lightening? A tombstone with a death date of 1826 not enough evidence. Further research was
needed.

18



Fall, November 2009 The Bulletin Volume 38sue 3

Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

After | returned home, | looked for his death dexdite. | could not find one for that date for akK
Allen who died in Pike County in the death indextleé Ohio Historical Society. | thought maybe
Kirk was a middle name so | searched for Allens wleal in Pike County in 1926. | found an Ulysses
Allen listed so | ordered a copy of it.

The death certificate arrived. It stated Ulysse&uS Allen died 30 May 1926 at 2:30 p.m. Cause of

death: struck by lightening and death was instadas. Burial was listed as the Jerusalem Cemetery
which was the former name of the Allen Chapel Cemyet| then began to search for his obituary.

19
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| found an article in the 3 June 1926 issuerbé Republican Heraldpublished in Waverly, Ohio.
This was the headline.

LIGHTNING BOLT CAUSE OF DEATH

20
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LUCRETIUS ALLEN IS VICTIM DURING SERVICES AT THE JE RUSALEM
CHURCH

FLASH THROUGH WINDOW

Then Grounds on the Side of the Building—Service WaContinued after the Excitement

FUNERAL HELD ON TUESDAY

The article stated that a bolt of lightning strizckree at the corner of the church, ran down ttie sf

the building, and came through an open window isigilAllen. Everyone sitting near the path of the
bolt was severely shocked. The bolt was followgdabdeafening crash of thunder. It was several
minutes after the strike that it was discovered tigahad been killed.

The article said the service continued briefly #meh dismissed with a short prayer by the pastor.

| did a little more research and found an artiddewd the church. It was originally made of logsl &n
have some old photos of it. |1 do not know whererithme Lucretius came from, possibly the reported
misunderstood the name Ulysses Cirkus. Or mayloeetius was part of his name. | need to locate
his birth record to see what it states.

| am still working on proving the other story abdol 2 brothers in the Civil War. One of them ig m
2" great-grandfather Isaac C. Allen. | have his IOWar Pension records and his military service
records. There is a William Allen with a Civil Warilitary stone buried very close to him. | “know”
they must be brothers, but have not found any dscget to prove this. | have not found their p&gsen
or located Isaac in the 1850 census.

Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

21
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Allen Chapel Cemetery, Jackson Township, Pike Go@ttio

Do not be too quick to dismiss those family stari®¢ith a little research, you may find out thethru

Ancestor Roadshow for Beginners
by Yolanda Campbell Lifter

| believe our roadshows have been a success. Shetiton has done a great job of organizing this
project. We have met at the DeGroodt Library innfP&ay and the Satellite Beach Public Library.
Our last session will be held at the Melbourne Rubbrary on 5 December 2009.

We have had a few people sign-up for our beginmjegealogy classes and a few have joined the
society.

Please check our website at http://gssb.net faiblysmore sessions in 2010. A special thank-you t
all who have been involved.

22
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Genealogical Society of South Brevard

President

Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer

Corresponding Secretary

Officers for 2009
Yolanda Campbell Lifter
Diane Young
Joyce Riley
Annette Clark
Sue van VVonno

Board Members/Committee Chairs

Ancestors Roadshow
Education
Exchange Newsletters

French and Canadiaci&yg

FTM Group
Historian*
Hostess
Library Development
Library Operations
Meeting Flyers*
Membership
Newsletter Editor
Program Reviews
Programs/Education
Publicity
Web Site

2007-2009
Larry Cassel
Pat Payne
Jack Schweikert
Sue van Vonno
Ann Williams
Phil Wright

Lowell Barker
Joanne Kirchman
Billie Webb

Scott Shenton
Marian Harrison
Pat Payne
Anne Trabold
Phil Whig
Peggy O’Steen
Peggy O’Steen
Ann Williams
Jim Sheldon
dPRappelardo
Helen Begin
Yolanda Campbell Lifter
Board
Jim Perkins, Betty Los
Doug Burnett
Jack Schweikert

*Non-Board Position

Board of Directors

2008-2010
Helen Begin
Annette Clark
Yolanda Lifter
Jim Perkins

Joyce Riley

Scott Shenton

Founders
RhodarBoon
Margueliée
Helen Wilder
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2009-2011
Doug Burnett
Marian Harrison
Jim Sheldon
Anne Trabold
Diane Young

Beth Griswold
Maggie MacNeill



