
Genealogical Society of 
South Brevard 

Melbourne, Florida 
http://gssb.net 
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Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m. except July and August 

Melbourne Public Library 
540 Fee Ave., Melbourne, FL 

Membership: $20 annually (1 Jan-31 Dec) 
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Calendar of Events 
 
12 May 2010  GSSB General Meeting 
   Brick Wall Help 
 
17 May 2010  French-Canadian Society Meeting 
   Who Will Inherit My Stuff? 
 
22 May 2010  Ancestors Road Show 
   Melbourne Public Library, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 
9 Jun 2010  GSSB General Meeting 
   Ann Mohr Osisek  “Myths of Migration” 
 

Protect the past      Cherish the present      Inspire the future 
 

Founded in 1974, the purpose of the Genealogical Society of South Brevard is to foster knowledge and 
interest in genealogy.  The society provides classes and workshops, maintains the Genealogy Room at 
the Melbourne Public Library, and publishes and distributes a quarterly, The Bulletin.  An annual 
Student Family History Contest encourages genealogy interest in elementary and middle school 
students in South Brevard County. 
 
Membership is open to all.  The $20 annual dues cover two persons in the same household.  The 
membership year is from 1 January through 31 December. 
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The Genealogy Room is located in the northwest corner of the Melbourne Public Library.  GSSB 
meets at 10:00 a.m. the second Wednesday of each month except July and August.  Currently, a 
subgroup has been formed: the French & Canadian Heritage Society.  Education classes are held twice 
a year to learn the tools for genealogical research. 
 
 

Local Research Facilities 
 

Melbourne Public Library, 540 Fee Ave., Melbourne, FL  32901  (321) 952-4614 
Hours: Mon, Wed: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Tue, Thu, Fri, Sat: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Indian River County Main Library, 1600 21st St., Vero Beach, FL  32960  (772) 770-5060 
Genealogy Department Hours: Mon-Fri: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun: closed 
 
Central Brevard Public Library, 308 Forrest Ave., Cocoa, FL  32922  (321) 633-1792 
Hours: Mon-Thu: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Orlando Public Library, 101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL  32801  (407) 835-7323 
Hours: Mon-Thu: 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri, Sat: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-6 p.m. 
 
Family History Center, 1803 Fiske Blvd., Rockledge, FL  32955  (321) 636-2431 
Hours: Tue, Thu, Fri: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Wed: 6:30 p.m.-9 p.m., Sat: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Family History Center, 3980 12th St., Vero Beach, FL  32960  (770) 569-5122 
Hours: Mon, Thu: 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Fri: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun: 1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Spring has sprung and we made it through an unusual winter.  I have to say I did enjoy the cold 
weather.  I even experienced a week of snow in December while in Salt Lake City on our society’s 
research trip.  We had such a good time that we are planning another trip there in October. 
 
In January, Dee Swink spoke about “The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road.”  She mentioned several 
good books for research including America’s Historic Trails by Tom Bodett. 
 
Our February meeting featured “ A Narrative of Events as They Occurred from Time to Time in the 
Revolutionary War” presented by Dabney C.T. Davis.  He had some wonderful show and tell items. 
 
We only have 2 meetings left until our summer break and hopefully everyone will have an opportunity 
to go on a research trip before we start back up in September. 
 
Helen Begin, our membership chair, has expressed an interest in reviving the family history contest for 
students.  We only had 2 winning entries during the last one we held a few years ago and I have 
included one of them in this issue and the other one will be in the next issue. 
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Yolanda Lifter 
Ethel Dora Hollowell Payton 

 Jeremy Gluck 
 

This paper is about my great great grandmother, Ethel Dora Hollowell Payton. She and her ancestors 
were English. Her ancestors came to America in 1682 aboard a boat named Welcome to escape 
religious persecution. Also on the boat, was their friend William Penn, an important person in 
American history.  
 
They left England together to escape religious persecution against the Society of Friends, also known 
as the Quakers. In England, in the late 1600's, the Catholics and the Protestants did not agree with 
each other's religious ideals. However, they both disliked the Quakers and the Jews religious ideals 
more. There was a minority of Quakers and Jews and it was unsafe for them. Prior to leaving England, 
Mr. Penn, my ancestors, and others protested the persecution many times. They were often jailed and 
fined. 
 
Mr. Penn came from a prominent and moderately wealthy family. His father was an Admiral in the 
English Navy. Due to that, Mr. Penn had been granted a large area of land that later became 
Pennsylvania. He was a leading figure in the building and planning of the city of Philadelphia also 
known as, "The City of Brotherly Love". But in order to build Philadelphia he needed more money. So 
he sold a piece of land to Ethel's ancestors. 
 
They farmed the land as they had in England. Over the generations, the family started moving west and 
they stopped at a good spot for farming. The next generation moved westward, on to a different place. 
Ethel's parents finally stopped in Southern Illinois where they became affluent farmers. By this time, 
they had changed their religion to Christianity, but still held and practiced many Quaker ideals, 
customs and traditions. 
 
Life on a working farm was difficult. Chairs were hung on the wall to prevent idleness. Chairs were 
taken down only for meals and for the nightly bible reading. Ethel was born on the farm in Southern 
Illinois. In many ways, she was ahead of her time. She went to college for two years to get a teaching 
degree. It was rare for a woman to obtain this much education-She worked as a teacher and rode a 
mule back and forth to and from school. She taught all grades (l-12) in one tiny classroom. A few of 
her students graduated high school, but most did not. When boys reached a certain age, they were 
required to help with the farm work. They missed a lot of school and many chose to work full time on 
the farms giving up their educations. The heaviest seasons were spring and fall. These were the 
planting and harvesting times. 
 
One season, Ralph Payton came to work on Ethel's family farm. He was lrish and English and lived in 
lndiana. He came from a poor family and had little schooling. However, she fell in love with him and 
married him, therefore, getting the last name Payton. Her family felt she had married beneath her 
station in life and cut her off financially, but not in any other way. Ethel and Ralph then moved back to 
Indiana.  
 
In Indiana Ethel and Ralph worked very hard on their farm. The farm was nearly self sustaining. It had 
a small dairy herd of cows that grazed in a pasture. They were washed and milked each day. 
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Additionally, there was a collection of bee hives, a few pigs, chickens, and ponds stocked with fish to 
eat. Separate from this area was the farm land. 
 
On the farmland, they planted and rotated crops. Corn and soy beans were some of the crops they 
grew. Parts of the land were left fallow each year so that the land could renew itself. There were also 
large vegetable gardens, and fruit trees. The family used what they needed and sold milk, crops, eggs, 
and honey. Those items that were not available from the farm like sugar, flour, and coffee were 
purchased on a weekly trip to the nearest town, Jasonville, Indiana. 
 
Ethel and Ralph had four children, three boys and one girl. The second child was Edward Payton who 
is my oatmeal grandmother's father. Her third child was named Dow K. Payton. Even though he was a 
first year medical student and could have received a deferment, at the beginning of World War II he 
enlisted in the United States Army. His parents did not approve of his decision and wanted him to 
continue his education. He died a hero after defending a bunker so that many of his men could fall 
back and escape death. For his bravery, he was awarded the second highest medal given to an 
American soldier, the Silver Star. However, his parents were so saddened by his death that they 
returned his medal to the government. 
 
Ethel played the piano well and taught lessons during the winter. She also taught the same Sunday 
school class for over fifty years. She missed church only when extremely ill or having a child. She had 
red hair and very light skin. In her lifetime she never cut her hair. She washed her hair twice a month 
and rinsed it only in rain water, caught in a barrel. This was a custom of the time. 
 
During her life time, even though she was Christian, she still practiced many of the Quaker ideals. She 
believed that there is something of God in everyone, all human beings are equal, worthy of respect, 
contain goodness and truth, and should not be judged based on race or gender. She did not believe in 
war. Ethel died in 1976, but is still remembered as a loving and good person. 
 
 

Member Spotlight-Sue van Vonno, Corresponding Secretary 
 

Several months ago, I was asked how I got into genealogy. Well, I do believe that I have a need to be a 
detective and I also enjoy putting a puzzle together. So this was a good combination. 
 
I knew nothing about my mother’s family but knew a bit about my father’s line. This was unusual 
since my maiden name was Smith. 
 
I began by taking a genealogy course at the Melbourne Public Library. It was taught by Pat Wiggins. I 
was so proud to announce what I knew about my family. I raised my hand and asked where to begin in 
my search, and I knew my great-grandfather’s name was William John Smith and had come from 
London, England.  Pat calmly answered, “To begin with, get a new family.” 
 
My father’s family, the Smiths, did indeed come from London. I have been fortunate to have found 
quite a bit on William John’s wife Isabella Mills. But I have a brick wall with the Smiths in London. 
The one and only son came to America ca 1871 and settled in Chester County, Pennsylvania. He 
married a local girl, Ellen Smiley who came from a mostly Quaker background. 
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Some of the names from this family in Chester County include Yarnall, Malin, Blackwell, Need, 
Hinde, Fred, Evans, Hollingsworth, Conway, Dawson, Ashbridge, and Townsend.  These families 
came mostly from England and also Wales. 
 
Names from Delaware County, Pennsylvania, are Taylor, Hunt, and Smiley, and from Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania, Shurr and Blackwell. 
 
My mother’s family line is complex to say the least. Her father came from Scotland ca 1867. I am not 
sure, but I think he was born there also. His name was Samuel James McAlpin. He lived in New Jersey 
in several cities including Elizabeth and Jersey City. During the time he lived in New Jersey, he had 
two names and two wives. One wife was my grandmother who was his second wife. In the 1900 
census, he was Samuel Strong and the whole family had this surname. By 1901 or 1902, he is with his 
second family in Philadelphia.  At this time, he and the whole family are McCullams. 
 
He did keep the Macula name and went to his grave as Samuel James Macullam. My mother was 
Virginia Mae McCullam until she married Charles Clyde Smith. 
 
My maternal grandmother married who married old rascal Sam was Mary Osborn. Her father was 
George Hedden Osborn who married Mary Agnes Casey, daughter of Jeremiah and Ann.  The Osborns 
and Caseys were all from Newark and Irvington, New Jersey. 
 
Genealogy is the hardest and most challenging job you might do-but without a doubt, the most fun! 
 
 

December 2009 Salt Lake City Research Trip 
 

 
 

The Family History Library 
We spent many, many hours in this building. 
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Just one of the rows of microfilm drawers. 

 

 
One of the new microfilm scanners. 



Winter, February 2010                                                       The Bulletin                                                      Volume 36, Issue 1 

 7

The GSSB Researchers 
 

                                          
                    Annette Clark                                                                        Lucy Gunthorpe 

 

                               
       Kay Nelson                               Sue van Vonno                                  Marian Harrison 

 
Dinner at the Rodizio Grill 

 
                                         Marian Harrison, Annette Clark, Sue van Vonno, 
                                            Lucy Gunthorpe, Kay Nelson, Yolanda Lifter 
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Some of the Sights 
 
 

         
 

 
 

 
 

We had a wonderful time.  Researching with friends is much more enjoyable than researching alone.  
We plan to make this an annual event.  Our next trip to Salt Lake City is scheduled for October. Make 
plans to join us! 
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The McFadden Family, Part 1 
Wenona Cleveland 

 
Sue van Vonno asked me to write “something about Melbourne” for the newsletter. I have recently 
helped a Florida woman with research on the McFadden family who were residents of Melbourne/Eau 
Gallie during the years 1885 through 1903 and Daytona Beach through 1905. The story of this family 
opened up a new phase of history for me-the seagoing lives of the local residents. 
 
The first appearance of the McFaddens (to the best of my research) is in the 1885 Florida State Census 
where an H. McFadden (age 55) and son Leroy (age 16) were listed. The father is shown as a “fruit 
grower.” The ages co-incide with the Michael McFadden and Roy McFadden who were the subjects of 
my research. The census indicated they lived in Melbourne. 
 
My research was done primarily in the pages of the East Coast Advocate/Indian River Advocate. I have 
20 years’ worth of this newspaper (photocopies). Friends did a little research for me in the Florida Star 
(a competing newspaper published in Titusville). 
 
From the Florida Star of Feb. 9, 1887, was this item: “Mr. McFadden’s new schooner was launched 
during the past week and shows good lines for speed.” 
 
The schooner was named Queen and the main focus of her travels was to take flour, lumber, and 
various other supplies to the Bahamas and bring back pineapple slips for the burgeoning pineapple 
industry here in Florida. Michael McFadden and Roy McFadden, at various times, were the captains of 
the Queen. She generally sailed from Melbourne, where the McFaddens had a boat ways, about 
halfway in the Indian River between Melbourne and Eau Gallie.  (We’ve determined that it was 
probably about where the old Rathmann Marina used to be.) 
 
In October 1890, Roy McFadden got married. The account of his marriage, given in the East Coast 
Advocate of Oct. 17, 1890, was more colorful than any I have come across in my research. 
 

“I send a slight account of the marriage of Roy T. McFadden of Eau Gallie and 
Miss Bertha A. Cook of Campbell, Minn., which occurred on Thursday Oct. 9th. 

 
They left River View Cottage (presumably in Melbourne) about 3 o’clock p.m. and 
embarking on Capt. Roy’s schooner, proceeded to the church at Eau Gallie, accompanied  
by Miss Mamie Starck, bridesmaid, and Master Chester McFadden, best man, also the father 
and mother of the groom and Mr. Henry Starck and family of Malabar. 

 
On arriving at the church (Baptist) they found it filled with anxious friends. The bride looked 
(as usual) lovely, and was dressed in cream-colored nuns veiling, trimmed in silk lace and 
natural flowers; the groom wore a handsome black suit, and looked-as some of the girls said-
just lovely; the bridesmaid wore cream-colored flannelette, trimmed in blue, with flowers; 
Master Chester did justice to his first trial as best man. 
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The ceremony was performed by Rev. Mr. Bolton in a graceful, impressive manner that 
affected all present, many saying it was superior to any marriage ceremony they ever 
witnessed. 

 
Congratulations over with, all went to the Treutler House (a hotel on the Eau Gallie River near 
what is now Young Street and U.S. 1) for the reception supper and dance. About 150 guests 
were seated and after a few remarks by the Rev. Mr. Bolton, all fell to eating the bountiful 
supply of good things furnished them, after which dancing was begun and kept up until 
daylight appeared. The music was fine and all enjoyed themselves and uniting in declaring 
Capt. Roy’s wedding would long be remembered with pleasure, and the good time that all want 
repeated in the near future. There were many presents given the bridal couple for which thanks 
are returned. The happy couple will divide their time, living at River View Cottage, the home 
of the groom’s parents, and at their homestead on Banana River, alternately.” 

  
An item in the East Coast Advocate of Mar. 27, 1891, said that Roy McFadden was “building a house 
and clearing three acres of land on his wife’s homestead on the Banana River.” This is the only insight 
we have as to the location of the younger McFadden’s residence. Just where on the Banana River is not 
known. 
 
Just a month after the McFadden-Cook wedding, an item in the East Coast Advocate reported that 
Chester McFadden was a student at the Melbourne school, where he had been hurt (broken nose) while 
playing ball. 
 
The McFaddens seemed to put most of their energy into building boats for local people at their boat-
ways for some time, but gradually Roy McFadden (usually) made trips to the Bahamas or even took 
parties up the Banana River for duck hunting. Sometimes the two men would charter another schooner 
and take both the Queen and a schooner Cygnus on trips to the Bahamas. 
 
In October, 1891, Chester McFadden left Melbourne to go to Ann Arbor, Mich., “to complete his 
studies at one of its noted institutions,” the East Coast Advocate reported. 
 
The following month, Roy and Bertha (Cook) McFadden became the parents of a daughter. The birth 
was announced in the Indian River Advocate (same newspaper but name changed). 
 

“Capt. Roy McFadden had the starboard watch called about four bells on Sunday morning 
week, to see and help launch one of the finest little crafts that was ever launched on the Indian 
River. She is full rigged, well put together, and has plenty of ballast aboard. Any person that is 
curious enough to wish any more information respecting this strange little craft need only to 
look at the beaming faces of Grandpa and Grandma McFadden.” 

 
Just two months before the birth of his daughter, Roy McFadden had the misfortune of having the 
schooner Queen blown ashore south of Lake Worth. She was bound for the Keys, loaded with lumber 
and merchandise, and was then headed for the Bahamas to get pineapple slips. Efforts were made by 
the personnel at the House of Refuge near Lake Worth to help the ship, but eventually she broke up 
and was a total loss. Fortunately the cargo was saved.  By March 1892, McFadden had the keel of the 
New Queen laid at his boat-ways. She would be a larger schooner. 
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In July 1893, C.J. Hector, an early settler of Melbourne and its first postmaster, brought a law suit 
against Michael McFadden (reason unknown) and McFadden’s property (or part of it) was sold at 
auction on the courthouse steps in Titusville to settle the lawsuit. The New Queen continued her trips 
to the Bahamas-not just for pineapple slips, but she began taking tourists (and local people) on board. 
The round trip (usually to Green Turtle Cay) cost just $25. That included a berth and meals. 
 
In my research, another son of Michael McFadden made an appearance. His name was Clifford. He 
held a position as steward on the City of Jacksonville (ship), running between Sanford and Jacksonville 
(on the St. Johns River). Not much is known about Clifford except, that he was injured in a fight with a 
black man. But in August 1898, he came to Melbourne, being seriously ill, to visit his father. He died 
at Michael McFadden’s home and is buried in the Melbourne Cemetery. 
 
Part 2 of this article will be published in the next issue. 
 
 
Have you missed any episodes of Who Do You Think You Are? You can watch the full episodes at 
http://www.hulu.com/who-do-you-think-you-are.  The program has been renewed for another season. 
 
 

One Thing I Learned at the Ohio Genealogical Society Conference 
Yolanda Lifter 

 
Curt Witcher of the Allen County Public Library was the keynote speaker and he spoke about the 
importance of recording our living history as so many records are disappearing at an alarming rate.  
Budget cuts across the nation lead to reduced hours in libraries and research facilities which results is 
less use of the collections.  If the collections are not being used, they risk being destroyed.  Land 
development is a threat to cemeteries.  The elements damage tombstones and the data inscribed on 
them. 
 
We need to take responsibility for preserving our own family history.  Make a daily appointment with 
yourself to write down your thoughts and memories.  You do not need to spend hours doing this on a 
daily basis.  If you only have ten minutes to write,  write for ten minutes. Write about specific things 
(events, people, etc.).  It can be something that happened in your childhood or even yesterday.  The 
time period does not matter.  What matters is that it is being recorded for future generations. 
 
Look for memory triggers in photographs, newspaper clippings, and memorabilia.  Make a list of 
questions to use in interviews with family members.  After you have written a number of entries, you 
make want to think about putting them in book form.  If we do not preserve our own history, who will? 
 
We will be having a book sale at our September meeting.  Now is a good time to start going through 
your magazines and books you no longer need. 
 
WANTED: Researchers for the Ancestors Road Show for 22 May. Please contact a 
board member. 
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Genealogical Society of South Brevard 
 

Officers for 2010 
  President     Yolanda Lifter 
  Vice President     Diane Young 
  Recording Secretary    Joyce Riley 
  Treasurer     Annette Clark 
  Corresponding Secretary    Sue van Vonno 
 
 

Board Members/Committee Chairs 
   

Ancestors Roadshow    Scott Shenton 
Education     Marian Harrison 
Exchange Newsletters    Pat Payne 

                             French and Canadian Society   Anne Trabold 
                             Historian*                                                         Peggy O’Steen 
  Hostess        Peggy O’Steen 
                             Library Development    Ann Williams      
                             Library Operations    Jim Sheldon 
                             Look-ups     Ellen Miller 
                             Meeting Flyers*     Peg Pappelardo 

Membership     Helen Begin  
Newsletter Editor     Yolanda Lifter 
Program Reviews     Larry Cassel/Yolanda Lifter 
Programs/Education    Jim Perkins, Betty Los                                                                               

  Publicity     Doug Burnett  
                Web Site                                                           Jack Schweikert 
   

*Non-Board Position 
 
 

Board of Directors 
                                   
             2008-2010        2009-2011     2009-2011 
  Helen Begin     Doug Burnett  Larry Cassel 
  Annette Clark     Marian Harrison              Ellen Miller 
  Yolanda Lifter                   Jim Sheldon                    Pat Payne 
  Jim Perkins     Anne Trabold                  Jack Schweikert 
  Joyce Riley      Diane Young                   Sue van Vonno 
  Scott Shenton                                             Ann Williams 
        
 
 

Founders 
                   Lowell Barker                              Rhoda Burgoon                Beth Griswold 
                      Joanne Kirchman   Marguerite Lee  Maggie MacNeill 
                      Billie Webb    Helen Wilder                                                                                    


